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possible to foresee, these successes should be lessened
or deferred, co-operation, supposing it possible, would
at once change neutrality into absolute defection.
The Austrian government is not in a position to
withstand the force of public opinion. The feelings
of alliance and affection for France, which the Em-
peror preserves with more constancy than firmness, if
I may so say, are insufficient to raise him above the
exasperated passions of the multitude."

At the moment Napoleon was about to open the
campaign, M. de IsTarbonne, who was more a man of
honor than a courtier, deemed it a patriotic duty to
inform him of the truth. " Everything convinces me,"
he wrote to the Duke of Bassano, April 23,1813," of
the understanding which exists between the Emperor
of Austria and our enemies, and I confess that I
think him almost ready to support all the proposi-
tions which. Austria will finally announce, and which
will be, I think, very different from what our Sover-
eign has the right to expect. I could not help being
extremely struck by hearing the Emperor of Austria
say in a very peremptory way that his forces shall
never be employed for our master unless he shall
accept reasonable propositions, by his keeping silence
when I asked him who shall be the judge of these con-
ditions, and what he will do if he is not satisfied
with them. It is impossible not to perceive in this
silence exactly what has been repeated to me by M.
de Metternich, that, in this last case, taking part
against us would be the natural result of Ms position